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Abstract

Imaging technology is special – it has profoundly impacted
the way people see themselves and their world. A series of
technological innovations over the last 160 years have
improved the process and several of these changes impacted
the fortunes of companies in the industry. But only one of
the past technology substitutions revolutionized the very
nature of consumer photography. A review of our
photographic past provides a foundation for understanding
the future impact of digital. We will explore the question of
whether or not digital technology will revolutionize the
ways in which consumers think about and use photos. And,
if digital imaging does revolutionize consumer photography,
what consequences might ensue?  
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